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effusion those who cursed them, and pray fluently for
those who used them spitefully. To love their enemies,
to love anyone, they would certainly find impossible, but
the outward signs of love might easily be learnt. And
thus there would arise a new class of actors, not like
those whom Christ denounced, exhibiting before an
earthly audience and receiving their pay from human
managers, but hoping to be paid for their performance
out of the incorruptible treasures, and to impose by their
dramatic talent upon their Father in heaven.

Christ's meaning, however, is not doubtful. The
principle is distinctly laid down. Our thoughts and
deeds are to be of a piece. A pious and devout life will
undoubtedly win for a man the reverence of the multi-
tude, and yet Christ tells us when we pray we are to
think of God and not of the credit we may gain. And
so though by loving our neighbour and our enemy we
shall win heaven, we are not to think of the heaven, we
shall win, we are to think of our neighbour and our
enemy.

Noble-minded men* have often been scandalised by
the appearance which Christ's law is made to wear, as if
it were a system in which all virtue is corrupted by being
made mercenary. The same moralists, however, would
have been among the first to assert that the only true
and lasting happiness is that which is gained by the
practice of virtue. Christ adds nothing to this except a
promise that those exceptional cases in which virtue
appears to lose its reward shall prove in the end not to
be exceptions. By defining virtue to consist in love., he

* Schiller., for example.